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1. Introduction 

1.1 Background 

AMEC Environment & Infrastructure UK Limited (hereafter referred to as AMEC) was 

commissioned by the Duchy of Lancaster in October 2012 to undertake an ecological survey of 

an area of land in Wollaston, Northamptonshire, located between Wollaston School and 

Hookamans Lane.  This site, which is referred to in this report as Site B, is situated 

approximately at central National Grid Reference [NGR] SP916 626 (see Figure 1.1). 

Site B has been identified as having the potential to be developed with up to about 100 

residential dwellings.  It is understood that the majority of the hedgerows and trees surrounding 

the site are to be retained.  

1.2 Purpose of this report 

To inform a review of the potential to develop Site B, information is required about any 

designated biodiversity sites, legally protected species, otherwise notable species and notable 

habitats that could be significantly affected by the proposed development.  The purpose of this 

report is to provide this information and to make recommendations for any further biological 

survey work that is required to inform the review of the site’s development potential. 

This report presents, the methods used in carrying out the work (Section 2), the results of a desk 

and field survey (Section 3), and recommendations for further survey work and environmental 

measures to be incorporated into the scheme design (Section 4). 
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2. Methodology 

2.1  Desk study 

A request for existing biological data was made by AMEC to the Northamptonshire Biological 

Records Centre and the Northants Bat Group in October and November 2012.  Information was 

requested relating to areas afforded non-statutory protection and legally protected and priority 

habitats and species (see Box 2.1) located on the site and to a surrounding distance of 1km 

radius.  Information about statutory nature conservation sites within 5km of the site boundary 

was obtained from the Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (MAGIC 

website www.magic.gov.uk) in October 2012. 

Box 2.1 Designated wildlife sites and legally protected and/or priority species 

Statutory nature conservation sites 

Natural England notifies sites that are of international or national importance for nature conservation as Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSIs) (although some sites that are of national importance for certain species have not been so 
designated).  Internationally important sites may also be designated as Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special 
Protection Areas (SPAs) or Ramsar sites.  National Nature Reserves (NNRs) and Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) are 
also statutory sites which are of importance for recreation and education as well as nature conservation. 

Non-statutory nature conservation sites 

Non-statutory nature conservation sites in Northamptonshire are designated as Local Wildlife Sites.   Furthermore there 
is a second tier of non-statutory nature conservation sites within Northamptonshire known as Pocket Parks. These are 
areas of countryside which are owned and managed by the local community, of value for both recreation and nature 
conservation, and accessible to all.  

Legally protected species 

Many species of animal and plant receive some degree of legal protection.  For the purposes of this study, legal 
protection refers to: 

• species included on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) that could breed in 
Northamptonshire, and species on Schedules 5 and 8 excluding species that are only protected in relation to 
their sale (see Section 9[5] and 13[2]), reflecting the fact that the proposed development does not include any 
proposals relating to the sale of species; 

• species included on Schedules 2 and 4 of The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 2010 (as 
amended) (SI 1994 No. 2716); and 

• badgers, which are protected under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992. 

Priority habitats and species 

Species and habitats that meet the criteria listed below are important for biodiversity conservation notwithstanding any 
legal protection that they may be afforded. 

• Populations of species or areas of habitat for which European sites are designated;  

• Habitats and species of principal importance for the conservation of biological diversity in England.  These are 
listed on http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/news/details.asp?X=45.  These include those UK BAP priority 
habitats and species that occur in England. 

• Nationally Scarce species, which are species recorded from 16-100 10x10km squares of the Ordnance 
Survey (OS) national grid. 

• Ancient woodland (i.e. areas that have been under continuous woodland cover since at least 1600). 

• Habitats and species listed in the Northamptonshire BAP.  
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• Populations of birds meeting the threshold for international importance (1% of the relevant international 
breeding/wintering population). 

• Bird species listed under Annex 1 of the Directive 2009/147/EC of The European Parliament and of The 
Council of 30 November 2009 on the conservation of wild birds (codified version), commonly referred to as 
the Birds Directive; 

• Species listed as being of conservation concern in the relevant UK Red Data Book (RDB) or the Birds of 
Conservation Concern (BoCC) Red List1. 

• Populations of birds comprising at least 1% of the English breeding/wintering population (where data are 
available). 

• Populations of birds comprising at least 1% of the relevant county breeding/wintering population (where data 
are available). 

 

In addition, any water bodies located on site or to a distance of 500m from the site were 

identified by studying 1:25,000 Ordnance Survey maps and aerial photographs of the area 

(obtained from the Microsoft website www.bing.com).  This was done as 500m is the maximum 

distance that, in the absence of significant barriers to movement, great crested newts (Triturus 

cristatus) are likely to travel from their breeding ponds to occupy terrestrial habitats where they 

might forage or hibernate.  Natural England therefore recommends that, where a proposed 

development is located up to 500m from a water body, consideration be given to the potential 

for the water body to support breeding great crested newts
2
. 

2.2 Site survey  

An extended Phase 1 habitat survey
3
 was undertaken in October 2012 by an AMEC ecologist.  

The survey combined the Phase 1 habitat survey methodology, which is a standardised system 

for classifying and mapping British habitats, with a survey to identify the presence or potential 

presence of species of importance for biodiversity conservation and/or species that are afforded 

legal protection
4
.  The output of this survey is an annotated map together with ‘target notes’ that 

include information about specific habitat features/species.. 

The survey area covered the entirety of Site B together with adjoining areas of land up to 30m 

from the site boundary (where these were visually or physically accessible).  The survey 

methodologies that were used to identify legally protected/priority species during the extended 

Phase 1 habitat survey are detailed below. 

Badger (Meles meles) 

Badger is legally protected (see Appendix A for further details). 

                                                      
1 Eaton M.A., Brown A.F., Noble D.G., Musgrove A.J., Hearn R., Aebischer N.J., Gibbons D.W., Evans A. and Gregory R.D. 

(2009). Birds of Conservation Concern 3: the population status of birds in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and the Isle of 

Man. British Birds 102, pp296-341. 

2
 English Nature (2001).  Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines.  English Nature, Peterborough. 

3  JNCC (2010).  Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey: A Technique for Environmental Audit.  JNCC, Peterborough. 

4
 Institute of Environmental Assessment (1995). Guidelines for Baseline Ecological Assessment.  Chapman and Hall.  
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The survey area was searched for evidence of badger activity.  This involved looking for setts, 

badger trails, snuffle holes, latrines and badger hairs.  Furthermore, information was gathered 

about the suitability for foraging badger of habitats within the survey area. 

Bats  

All species of British bats and their roosts are legally protected (see Appendix A for further 

details) and many are also priority species. 

The trees located on site were assessed for their potential to provide suitable habitat to support a 

population of roosting bats.  Furthermore, information was gathered about the suitability for 

foraging bats of habitats within the survey area. 

Dormouse (Muscardinus avellanarius) 

Dormouse is legally protected (see Appendix A for further details) and is also a priority species. 

The site was assessed for its potential to support a population of dormouse.  This involved 

looking for dormouse nests and feeding remains, as well as making a general assessment of 

whether the habitats present were suitable to support dormouse e.g. looking for dense 

hedgerows connected to areas of woodland that contain hazel (Corylus avellana). 

Great crested newt (Triturus cristatus)  

Great crested newt is legally protected (see Appendix A for further details) and is also a priority 

species. 

The site was assessed for its potential to support a population this species.  This assessment 

drew upon information about the presence of suitable aquatic and terrestrial habitats on site (the 

latter including foraging habitat, hibernacula and refugia).  

Reptiles 

All species of British reptile are legally protected (see Appendix A for further details) and are 

also priority species. 

The site was assessed for its potential to support a population of reptiles.  This assessment drew 

upon information about the provision of potential foraging habitat, hibernacula, refugia and 

areas for basking. 

Birds 

All nesting birds are legally protected (see Appendix A for further details) and many are 

priority species. 

The site was assessed for its potential to support notable populations of breeding and wintering 

birds. 

Other priority species 

Drawing upon information that was collected during the desk study, an assessment was made of 

the potential for the site to support any other legally protected or priority species (see Box 2.1). 
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3. Results 

3.1 Desk study 

3.1.1 Statutory biodiversity sites 

Irchester Old Lodge Pit SSSI is designated as a result of its geological interest and as such is not 

considered further within this report. 

The following statutory biodiversity sites are located within 5km of the site boundary (see 

Figure 3.1).  The first three of these designations relate to the same geographic area. 

• The Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA is 1,382ha in size and is located 1.8km west of 

the site boundary (central National Grid Reference [NGR] SP966717).  The site is also 

important for overwintering birds, supporting 2% of the British population of bittern 

(Botaurus stellaris) and golden plover (Pluvialis apricaria) and 2% of the North-western 

European population of gadwall (Anas strepera).  The site regularly supports over 20,000 

water birds.   

• The Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Ramsar site covers the same area as the SPA.  It is 

designated as a Ramsar site as it regularly supports in excess of 20,000 waterbirds, as well 

as over 1% the British population of mute swan (Cygnus olor) and 2% of the North-west 

European wintering population of gadwall.  Over winter, the site supports populations of 

European importance of, bittern and golden plover as well as populations of national 

importance of seven other bird species. 

• The Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SSSI covers the same area as the SPA and Ramsar 

site.  The site comprises water with associated marginal features such as islands and gravel 

bars.  Habitats associated with the water bodies include reed swamp, marsh, wet ditches, 

rush pasture, rough grassland and scattered scrub.  The extensive open waters of the Upper 

Nene Valley Gravel Pits collectively form one of the most important inland localities in 

England for waterbirds in the non-breeding season. The lagoons associated with the six pit 

complexes at Thrapston, Ringstead, Stanwick, Ditchford, Earls Barton and Clifford Hill are 

all particularly significant as waterfowl refuges, and together regularly supporting peak 

numbers of birds in excess of 20,000 individuals, comprising more than forty species.  

• Wollaston Meadows SSSI is 14.6ha in size and is located 2.4km north-west of the site 

boundary (central NGR SP898650).  The site comprises diverse species-rich grassland in a 

floodplain and provides habitats for a range of invertebrates, birds and small mammals.   

• Dungee Corner Meadow SSSI is 5.1ha in size and is located 3.2km south-east of the site 

boundary (central NGR SP927601).  The site comprises a traditionally managed hay 

meadow, situated on a well-drained calcareous soil and supports a diverse range of grasses 

and herbs. 

• Bozeat Meadow SSSI is 2.7ha in size and is located 4.1km south of the site boundary 

(central NGR SP901591).  The site comprises species-rich, unimproved neutral grassland 
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with a marked ridge and furrow formation.  There are several grassland communities 

present including those associated with common knapweed (Centaurea nigra) and crested 

dog’s-tail (Cynosurus cristatus).  

• Odell Wood (SSSI) is 8.6ha in size and is located 4.7km south-east of the site boundary 

(central NGR SP958590).  The site comprises wet ash-maple woodland with a rich ground 

flora.  The site is important for butterflies and other invertebrates. 

• Summer Leys LNR is 48ha in size and is located 2.6km west of the site boundary (central 

grid reference SP886636).  The site, which comprises open water with associated woodland 

and grassland, supports the largest breeding colony of tree sparrow (Passer montanus) in 

Northamptonshire as well as a wide variety of wading birds.  

3.1.2 Non-statutory biodiversity sites 

There are two non-statutory biodiversity sites located within 1km of the site boundary.  Further 

details of these sites are provided in Table 3.1 and their locations are shown in Figure 3.2. 

Table 3.1 Non-statutory biodiversity sites within 1km of site boundary 

Name of site Type of 
designation 

Ecological interest NGR Distance from and 
direction from site 
boundary 

Roman Road Local Wildlife 
Site (LWS) 

The site consists of a green lane 
with hedgerow, grassland and 
standard trees.. 

SP923626 0.5km east 

Wollaston 
Pocket Park 

Pocket Park The site consists of a walled 
garden comprising scrub, 
wildflowers, log piles and nest 
boxes. 

SP909629 0.5km north-west 

 Furthermore there is a Nature Improvement Area within 1km of the site boundary.  This area 

has government funding with the aim of achieving significant and demonstrable enhancements 

of the ecological network that it supports. 

3.1.3 Legally protected and/or priority species 

There are no records of legally protected or priority species occurring within the site boundary 

but there are 12 records within 1km.  These are summarised in Table 3.2.   

Table 3.2 Legally protected and/or priority species recorded within 1km of the site boundary 

Common name Scientific name Legal protection and/or reason 
for priority status 

Great crested newt Triturus cristatus HD, W&C, UKBAP, SPIiE 

Badger Meles meles BA 

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus UKBAP, SPIiE 

Pipistrelle bat  Pipistrellus sp. HD 
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Common name Scientific name Legal protection and/or reason 
for priority status 

Common pipistrelle bat Pipistrellus pipistrellus HD, W&C, UKBAP 

Noctule bat Nyctalus noctula HD, W&C, UKBAP, SPIiE 

Barn owl Tyto alba W&C, LBAP 

Small heath (butterfly) Coenonympha pamphilus UKBAP, SPIiE 

Garden tiger (moth) Arctia caja UKBAP, SPIiE 

Key: 

Key: 

W&C - Legally protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

HD - Legally protected under the Habitats and Species Directive 2010 

BA - Legally protected under the Badgers Act 1992 

UKBAP- United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan priority species/habitat 

LBAP- Northamptonshire Biodiversity Action Plan priority species/habitat 

SPIiE- Species of Principal Importance in England 

3.1.4 Bat roosts within 1km  

There are no records of roosting bats originating from within the site boundary, albeit there are 

five records within 1km of the site.  These are listed in Table 3.3.   

Table 3.3 Records of bat roosts within 1km of the site 

Common name Scientific name Date Protection level Distance and 
direction from site 

Pipistrelle bat Pipistrellus sp. 1984 HD 0.7km north-east 

  1986 HD 0.9km south-east 

  2008 HD 1.0km south-east 

Brown long-eared bat Plecotus auritus 2005 HD, W&C, UKBAP, SPIiE 0.7km west 

Brown long-eared bat  2007 HD, W&C, UKBAP, SPIiE 1km (direction 
unknown) 

Key: 

W&C - Legally protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

HD - Legally protected under the Habitats and Species Directive 2010 

UKBAP- United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan priority species/habitat 

SPIiE- Species of Principal Importance in England 
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3.1.5 Desk-based assessment of potential great crested newt habitat  

There are no water bodies located on the site but there are two ponds within 500m of the site 

boundary.  Furthermore, although there is a record of a great crested newt within 1km, this 

record is not from either of these off-site water bodies (but could be a record of a great crested 

newt that breeds in these water bodies).  Further details of these water bodies are provided in 

Table 3.4 and their locations are shown in Figure 3.4.  

Table 3.4 Water bodies within 500m of the site 

Pond reference 
number 

NGR Distance and direction from site Barrier to great crested 
newt movement? 

1 SP914628 70m north No 

2 SP918622 220m south No 

    

3.2 Site Survey  

3.2.1 Site context 

The site is approximately 13ha in area and is set in a predominately agricultural area, to the east 

of the village of Wollaston.  The site is located between the B569 to the north and Hinwick 

Road to the south.  Wollaston School is located along the north-western boundary of the site.  

Most of the site is surrounded by arable fields, with residential housing to the west. 

On-site habitats 
The site comprises a single arable field surrounded by species-poor, intact hedgerows, some of 

which contain occasional standard trees.  The field is fringed by a narrow strip of predominantly 

agriculturally improved grassland and there is a small area of scrub and a short section of 

managed leyland cypress (Cupressocyparis leylandii) forming a hedge that separates the site 

from a number of houses.  The distribution of the habitats is presented on the Phase 1 Habitat 

map (see Figure 3.3) and further details are provided below.   

Arable 

The majority of the site comprises a single arable field.  At the time of survey, the crop had been 

recently harvested.  

Hedgerows  

Other than the leyland cypress hedge, the hedgerows on site are between 2-2.5m in height and 

0.5m in width.  They are dominated by common hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) but also 

contain ash (Fraxinus excelsior), elder (Sambucus nigra), dog rose (Rosa canina agg.), yew 

(Taxus baccata), sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), English elm 

(Ulmus minor) and buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica).  The understorey comprises nettle (Urtica 

dioica) and bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.), common cleavers (Galium aparine), ivy (Hedera 
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helix), wood avens (Geum urbanum), common mallow (Malva sylvestris) and hedge bindweed 

(Calystegia sepium). 

The hawthorn-dominated hedgerows are regularly maintained by flailing.  None of the 

hedgerows located on-site are species-rich or meet the ecological criteria for important 

hedgerows under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997. 

Field margins 

There is a narrow strip of improved grassland (measuring between 0.5m and 1.0m in width) 

around the periphery of the site.  Frequently occurring species include perennial rye-grass 

(Lolium perenne), false oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius), barren brome (Bromus sterilis), 

timothy (Phleum pratense), cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata), annual meadow-grass (Poa 

annua) and Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus). Herb species that are present include umbellifers, 

smooth sow-thistle (Sonchus oleraceus), ground ivy (Glechoma hederacea), dandelion 

(Taraxacum spp.), field forget-me-not (Myosotis arvensis), common stork’s-bill (Erodium 

cicutarium), scentless mayweed (Tripleurospermum inodorum), bristly ox-tongue (Picris 

echioides) and yarrow (Achillea millefolium). 

Scrub  

A small patch of dense (surrounding a telegraph pole) comprises bramble and nettle. 

Standard trees 

There is a line of evenly-spaced semi-mature trees located along the north-eastern and north-

western boundaries of the site.  Species present include willow (Salix sp.), horse chestnut 

(Aesculus hippocastanum), ash, alder (Alnus glutinosa), cherry (Prunus avium) and beech 

(Fagus sylvatica).   

3.2.2 Fauna 

Badger 

At the time of our survey, there were no badger setts on site and no evidence of foraging 

badgers was recorded.  This said, the arable fields, hedgerows, scrub and field margins provide 

potemtial foraging habitat for badger and it is possible that badgers from off-site setts could 

periodically utilise the site for their foraging requirements.  

Bats 

There are no trees or buildings located on-site with the potential to support roosting bats.  The 

hedgerows, field margins, scrub and trees on the site offer potential foraging habitat for bats that 

roost within the vicinity of the site (e.g. within nearby houses or wooded areas).   

Dormouse 

Although the hedgerows are reasonably dense in structure, they are not species-rich and would 

not provide a good foraging resource for dormouse.  Furthermore, there are no areas of 

woodland in the vicinity.  This coupled with the absence of records of dormouse from within 

1km of the site, means that it is unlikely that dormouse occurs on-site.   
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Great crested newt 

There are no water bodies located on-site, but there are two within 500m of the site’s boundary 

(see Figure 3.4).  These are not separated from the proposed development by any significant 

barriers to movements.  Consequently, if these water bodies support breeding great crested 

newts, these animals could make use of the hedgerows, scrub and field margins on site.  

Reptiles 

The hedgerows, scrub and field margins, provide a limited amount of habitat to support a small 

population of common reptile species such as slow worm (Anguis fragilis), common lizard 

(Zootoca vivipara) and grass snake (Natrix natrix).   

Priority bird species 

The site does not support habitats that are likely to be used by wetland birds from the Upper 

Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA and Ramsar site. 

It is likely that the site supports small breeding populations of common farmland birds, some of 

which may be priority species (see Box 2.1).   

Invertebrates 

As the site comprises predominantly arable farmland and species-poor marginal habitats, it is 

unlikely that it supports important populations of any priority invertebrate species. 

Other priority species 

The site provides limited habitat to support potential populations of a number of other priority 

species including (Erinaceus europaeus) and brown hare (Lepus europaeus).  Notwithstanding 

this, considering the limited extent of habitat on-site, it is unlikely that important populations of 

these species occur. 
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4. Recommendations 

4.1 Designated sites 

There is the potential for new housing development throughout much of the borough of 

Wellingborough, including the potential development of Site B, to adversely affect the nearby 

Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SPA.  This potential adverse effect could arise as a result of 

increased recreational pressure on the SPA caused by the increase in the local population that 

would result from the occupation of new residential development.  It is understood that this 

potential effect will be assessed in the Appropriate Assessment that is being prepared for the 

North Northamptonshire Core Strategy by the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit. 

The Appropriate Assessment is due to be issued for consultation in March/April 2013 (pers. 

comm. Simon James, Senior Planner, North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit).  It is 

recommended that this Appropriate Assessment is reviewed to determine whether it has any 

implications for the development of Site B. 

Notwithstanding the potential effects on the SPA, the development of Site B would not be likely 

to have a significant effect on any other designated biodiversity sites. 

4.2 Habitats 

The hedgerows and mature standard trees provide habitats for a wide range of species and 

should be retained within the scheme design wherever possible.  Should the removal of small 

sections of hedgerow be unavoidable, the extent of removal should be kept to a minimum and 

be compensated for by the creation of at least twice the length of hedgerow that is lost.  

Providing hedgerow removal is minimal, no further survey work is required in relation to this, 

or any other habitat present on site (notwithstanding the potential need for species surveys 

which encompass areas of the site where hedgerows occur – see below).  

4.3 Species 

4.3.1 Badger 

If planning permission is granted for the site’s development, a pre-development survey of the 

site and areas within 30m of its boundary should be carried out, to check for the presence of any 

new setts that may have been dug since the completion of the October 2012 survey work.  This 

survey would need to be undertaken sufficiently far in advance of the onset of construction 

work, mindful of the licensing procedure and seasonal constraints associated with the closure of 

any new setts
5
.  

                                                      
5
 Badger setts cannot be closed during the breeding period (i.e. avoiding December and June inclusive). 

Natural England (2011) Badgers and Development a Guide to Best Practice and Licensing. 
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4.3.2  Bats 

Provided that all the mature trees on Site B are retained, no emergence survey work will be 

required.  If this is not the case, the trees to be lost will need to be subject to further inspections 

and possibly targeted emergence survey work.  Tree inspections can take place at any time of 

the year.  However emergence survey work would need to be carried out between May-July to 

determine the species and type of roost present. 

Should bats be recorded roosting in any of the trees that need to be felled, it would be necessary 

to apply to Natural England for a licence to conduct the felling (assuming, as is likely, that the 

species that are present and their populations do not represent a more fundamental constraint to 

development).  The licence application would detail a mitigation strategy that will avoid 

contravening the legislation relating to bats. 

Natural England has a six week determination period for licence applications.  This, together 

with the survey work required to inform an application, and the implementation of any 

mitigation measures considered necessary, may have implications for the development 

programme. 

The site’s trees also provide a foraging resource for bats, as do its hedgerows, field margins, and 

scrub.  Retention of these habitats would therefore be beneficial for foraging bats.  By contrast, 

the arable fields on the site are of very little value for foraging bats and their loss would 

therefore be unlikely to affect the conservation status of any local bat populations.  

Nevertheless, it is possible that the physical presence of development on the site or the light that 

it generates could affect the flight paths that bats use to access foraging resources off site (as 

well as on-site).  In order to inform an assessment of these effects and the design of any 

necessary mitigation measures, a bat activity survey work should be undertaken.  This should 

involve 3-4 site visits, undertaken between May-October.  The earliest that this work could be 

complete would be the end of June/ beginning of July. 

4.3.3 Great crested newt 

Although there is no aquatic habitat located on site, the site’s hedgerows, scrub and field 

margins could provide habitat for foraging or hibernating great crested newts, which could 

originate from off-site water bodies within 500m of the site’s boundary.  Should great crested 

newt be present, a mitigation strategy will need to be implemented to ensure that construction 

activities on site avoid the contravention of the legislation relating to great crested newts (e.g. to 

avoid accidental killing or injury).  It may also be necessary to provide some foraging habitat to 

replace any such habitat that is lost. 

To determine the need for a mitigation strategy, the two ponds that are within 500m of the site 

should be visited to confirm that they still exist and that they have the potential to support great 

crested newts.  If they do, a great crested newt presence/absence survey will need to be carried 

out.  This involves four surveys being carried out between April-mid June (with at least two of 

the surveys being carried out during the peak breeding period of mid April-mid-May).  Should 

the presence of great crested newt be confirmed, a further two surveys would be needed to 

establish the size of the population. 

If great crested newt is found, the survey information would be used to inform either a method 

statement or the preparation of an application for a Natural England great crested newt 

development licence (which option is adopted would depend upon the scheme design and 

programme).  If a licence is required, it will be necessary to prepare and submit a licence 
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application, for which there is a six week determination period.  This together with the survey 

work that informs the application, and the implementation of any mitigation measures, may 

affect the programme for the development. 

4.3.4 Reptiles  

The field margins, scrub and hedgerows provide a small amount of habitat that could support 

small populations of common reptile species such as grass snake, slow worm and common 

lizard.  Habitat management in these areas in advance of construction would encourage any 

reptiles to move to suitable habitat elsewhere.  Given the small area of suitable habitat, survey 

data are not required to inform the preparation of the method statement that will guide these 

management works. 

4.3.5 Birds 

Construction activity has the potential to result in the contravention of the legislation that seeks 

to protect breeding birds.  This can be avoided by clearing vegetation outside of the breeding 

season (normally taken as March to August inclusive).  If this is not possible, vegetation should 

be cleared under the supervision of an ecological clerk of works.  If active nests are found, it 

would then be necessary to delay the removal of vegetation until after the young have fledged. 

The site is likely to support breeding populations of some bird species that are of principal 

importance for biodiversity. Although it is unlikely that the site supports any notable 

populations of these or other species, this should be confirmed by undertaking a breeding bird 

survey (see below).  Given the site’s location on the edge of a built-up area and its limited 

extent, it is unlikely to support notable populations of overwintering species. 

In accordance with widely adopted good practice, a breeding bird survey should be undertaken 

using the Common Bird Census methodology
6
.   This would involve monthly walkover surveys 

of the site and to a distance of 250m surrounding it (where access is possible), to be undertaken 

between April and June inclusive.  

                                                      
6
 BTO’s Common Bird Census (CBC) methodology (Marchant 1983, Gilbert et al. 1998).  (This would be adapted by reducing the 

number of site visits.) 
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Appendix A   
Protected Species Legislation 

 

Badger 

The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 consolidates previous legislation (including the Badgers 

Act 1973 and Badgers (Further Protection) Act 1991).  It makes it a serious offence to: 

• kill, injure or take a badger;  

• attempt to kill, injure or take a badger; or 

• to damage or interfere with a sett.  

Badgers could be disturbed by work near a sett even if there is no direct interference or damage 

to the sett.  Any works which may cause disturbance to badgers within a sett will require a 

licence from Natural England.  

All wild mammals (including rabbits and foxes) 

Under the Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996 it is an offence intentionally to cause 

unnecessary suffering to any wild mammal. 

Bats (Rhinolophidae and Vespertilionidae) 

All British bat species are listed in Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended) and Schedule 2 of the Habitats and Species Regulations 2010.  They are afforded full 

protection under Section 9(4) of the Act and Regulation 39 of the Regulations.  These make it 

an offence, inter alia, to: 

• deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat; 

• damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of any bat; or 

• deliberately disturb a bat (this applies anywhere, not just at its roost) in such a way 

as to be likely significantly to affect: 

- the ability of any significant group of bat species to survive, breed, or rear or 

nurture their young; or 

- the local distribution or abundance of that bat species; 

• intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to any place that a bat uses for shelter or 

protection (this is taken to mean all bat roosts whether bats are present or not); or 

• intentionally or recklessly disturb a bat while it is occupying a structure or place 

that it uses for shelter or protection. 

In addition, five British bat species are listed on Appendix II of the Habitats Directive.  These 

are: 

• Greater horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum); 
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• Lesser horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus hipposideros); 

• Bechstein’s bat (Myotis bechsteinii); 

• Barbastelle (Barbastella barbastellus); and 

• Greater mouse-eared bat (Myotis myotis). 

In certain circumstances where these species are found the Directive requires the designation of 

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) by EC member states to ensure that their populations are 

maintained at a favourable conservation status.  Outside SACs, the level of legal protection that 

these species receive is the same as for other bat species.  

Dormouse 

Dormouse is listed in Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and 

Schedule 2 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010.  They are afforded 

full protection under Section 9(4) of the Act and Regulation 41 of the Habitats Regulations.  

These make it an offence, inter alia, to:  

• deliberately capture, injure or kill any such animal; 

• deliberately disturb any such animal;  

• damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of any such animal; 

• intentionally or recklessly disturb any of these animals while it is occupying a 

structure or place that it uses for shelter or protection; and 

• intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to any place that any of these animals 

uses for shelter or protection.  

Great crested newt 

Great crested newt is listed in Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended) and Schedule 2 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010.  They 

are afforded full protection under Section 9(4) of the Act and Regulation 41 of the Habitats 

Regulations.  These make it an offence, inter alia, to:  

• deliberately capture, injure or kill any such animal; 

• deliberately disturb any such animal;  

• damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of any such animal; 

• intentionally or recklessly disturb any of these animals while it is occupying a 

structure or place that it uses for shelter or protection; and 

• intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to any place that any of these animals 

uses for shelter or protection. 
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Reptiles 

The four widespread
7
 species of reptile that are native to Britain, namely common or viviparous 

lizard (Zootoca vivipara), slow worm (Anguis fragilis), adder (Vipera berus) and grass snake 

(Natrix natrix), are listed in Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

and are afforded limited protection under Section 9 of this Act.  This makes it an offence, inter 

alia, to: 

• intentionally kill or injure any of these species. 

Birds 

With certain exceptions
8
, all wild birds, their nests and eggs are protected by section 1 of the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  Therefore, it is an offence, inter alia, to: 

• intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird; 

• intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or 

being built; or 

• intentionally take or destroy the egg of any wild bird.   

These offences do not apply to hunting of birds listed in Schedule 2 subject to various controls. 

Bird species listed on Schedule 1 of the Act receive further protection, thus for these species it is 

also an offence to: 

• intentionally or recklessly disturb any bird while it is nest building, or is at a nest 

containing eggs or young; or 

• intentionally or recklessly disturb the dependent young of any such bird. 

                                                      
7 The other native species of British reptile (sand lizard and smooth snake) receive a higher level of 

protection under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 and (in England and Wales 

only) the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  However, the distribution of these species are 

restricted to only a very few sites.  All marine turtles (Cheloniidae and Dermochelyidae) are also 

protected. 

8
 Some species, such as game birds, are exempt in certain circumstances. 
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